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A History of Scouting in 
Central South Carolina

Tripp Clark

Background

• 1985 - 1987, “A History of Scouting in 
Central South Carolina”
– Not THE
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Humble Beginnings

• Scouting first came to Columbia in 1912
• James H. Hammond, son of Gov. James 

Hammond, organized the first troop with 
the assistance of Allen Jones and 
Anderson Clarkson

• Troop soon faltered
• They attempted 3 more troops

Humble Beginnings

• In 1911, T. Keith Legare, Columbia’s City 
Engineer, organized a group called the 
"Boys City Beautiful Club.”
– A few months later, after getting a Boy Scout 

handbook, he evolved this group into a Scout 
troop

• In July 1912, a charter was granted to 
Troop 5, Boy Scouts of America, with T. 
Keith Legare as Scoutmaster. 
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Troop 5 trip to Chicago World’s Fair, 1933

Humble Beginnings

• Legare remained a major “driver” of Scouting, 
including many years as Council Commissioner.  
– Few would argue with calling T. K. Legare the father 

of Scouting in Columbia

• 1916 - Columbia Council # 553 formed
– designated as a Second Class Council 

• 1920 - council's status upgraded to a First Class 
Council with the appointment of a paid Scout 
Executive
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Early Growth

• For the first five years as a first class council, there was 
rapid turnover of the Scout Executive
– four different Scout Executives between 1920 and 1924
– first was James Y. Perry who served for nearly 3 years

• 1919 - first summer camp
– at S. B. "Buck" McMaster's "Goodwill Plantation"  
– property remains intact today as a 3820 acre "historic 

conservation development.”
• Garner's Ferry Road, near the Wateree River

– 10 day outing was attended by about 70 Scouts

Early Growth

• 1924 - C. West Jacocks hired as Scout Executive
– Provided stability and longevity needed
– formerly Scoutmaster of Troop 11 in Columbia
– served from 1924 – 1929

• Several programs were established during Jacocks 
tenure
– local Council Camporees (then called Jamborees) in which the 

local troops in Columbia met annually for Scout competi tion at 
Maxcy-Gregg Park

– annual summer camps 
• Jocassee (three summers) 

• Rocky Bottom (one)

• Paris Island (one)

• last summer camp conducted by Jacocks was held at Murrell's Inlet
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Early Growth

• 1929 - Columbia Council was change to Central South 
Carolina Council 
– service area was expanded.  

• The Aquilla
– During Jacock's tenure
– pre-Order of the Arrow honor society for Eagle Scouts
– apparently was unique to our council

• In 1929, Jacocks stepped down as Scout Executive to 
accept a job in Atlanta with the US Fish & Wildlife Dept .

• An interim Scout Executive was appointed while a 
permanent replacement was sought
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The Czarnitzki Years

• 1930 - William E. Czarnitzki hired as Scout Executive
– Scout Executive of the Pee Dee Area Council with headquarters 

in Darlington, S.C. 
– former Scout from James H. Hammond's first Columbia Scout 

troop 
– assumed his new post in the Central South Carolina Council on 

March 1, 1930.  
– He served until 1941, when he was called to service in World 

War II

• Greatest legacy of Czarnitzki’s term was Camp Barstow

The Czarnitzki Years

• Czarnitzki had already founded a permanent summer 
camp facility in the Pee Dee Council in 1929, Camp 
Coker near Society Hill, 

• immediately sought a permanent camp for this council
• In July 1930, summer camp was being held at Camp 

Barstow
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Mr. & Mrs. William S. Barstow

The First Camp Barstow

• W.S. Barstow and Company, from Greatneck, NY, was the general 
contractor for the project to construct a hydroelectr ic dam on the 
Saluda River to create Lake Murray
– Chief Engineer for the Saluda Project was Norman D. Urquhart.
– Urquhart, Czarnitzki, and A.C. Flora (our council’s long est serving 

president – 1927 – 1938), convinced Mr. Barstow to purchase the land 
for a Scout camp.  

– Refused their first choice (on Lake Murray)
– select an appropriate tract of land, and he would buy it .

• 211-acre tract of land was selected (Fort Jackson) and was purchased 
from the Sylvan brothers for $4500 on July 10, 1930
– W.S. Barstow donated $4,750 – with the extra to up fit the camp
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Photo at first Camp Barstow, from left: Norman D. Urquh art, A.C. Flora
William S. Barstow, Mrs. Barstow, William E. Czarnitzki

Scouts in front of granite archway constructed in 1933
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The large two-story boat house/recreational building was  named 
Feleti Lodge.  Feleti is Polynesian for Frederic. The building was 
named for Frederic Duclous Barstow, W. S. Barstow's son. 

The First Camp Barstow

• "Chief" Czarnitzki served as the Camp Director every se ason of 
summer camp at this location. 

• In only its second year, 1931, 41% of the Scouts in the council 
attended summer camp, and 346 merit badges were awarded in 
camp.  

• One of the highlights of the early years at Camp Barsto w was a staff 
member who was an Indian from Oklahoma, Dan Tilden.  Dan 
Tilden was hired, transported, and paid by Mr. Barstow.

• Czarnitzki's personal dedication, and Mr. Barstow’s conti nued 
generosity together led to success.  

• Mr. and Mrs. Barstow made frequent, if not annual, cont ributions to 
support the camp throughout Mr. Barstow’s life.
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Craft Shelter

Barstow Lodge (dining hall)
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Meal time inside Barstow Lodge

Sleeping cabins
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Winter cabins

First camp truck
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Scouts with Dan Tilden

The First Camp Barstow

• 1939  - summer camping season at Camp 
Barstow was cancelled because of a Polio 
outbreak in Columbia

• 1940 - as the country was preparing for war, the 
army took Camp Barstow from the Boy Scouts 
as part of the expansion program at Fort 
Jackson.  
– They paid the Boy Scouts $28,000 for the camp.

• 1941 - summer camp held at Burnt Ginn in 
Sumter County



1/22/2012

14

The Czarnitzki Years

• Started Scout Circuses
– 1934 - first Scout Circus at Davis Field

• Davis Field is the present location of the reflectio n pool in 
front of the Thomas Cooper Library at U.S.C.  

– 1935 - Scout Circus held at the U.S.C. Field 
House

• 1000+ spectators 
• proceeds to go towards helping to send Scouts to the 1935 

National Jamboree
• 1935 Jamboree was cancelled because of polio, so all of the 

Scouts and Scouters from our council that were scheduled to 
go on that trip instead took a cruise to Florida

Roscoe Stevens 

• 1941 – 1951 - Roscoe Stevens serves as Scout 
Executive

• Under his leadership, Camp Barstow was 
relocated

• considerable service and support was given to 
the war effort.  

• Upon the urging of J. Rucker Newberry, Scout 
Executive from Augusta, Stevens chartered 
Muscogee Lodge on June 15, 1942. 
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Second Camp Barstow

• 1942 - located and purchased the camp site in Lexington 
County near Gaston.  
– The original purchase was 1,158 acres of mostly farm land, and 

was purchased for $5,500 (later maps and records listed Camp 
Barstow as 962.4 acres – it is unclear whether this early figure of 
1,158 was a miscalculation or may be accounted for by the 
powerline easement).  

– remainder of the money from the sale of the old camp was used 
to build the Gaston camp 

– There was a small pond on the camp when it was purchased.  
The dam was built up to increase the lake to 36 acres.  The lake 
was named Lake Urquhart in honor of Norman D. Urquhart. 

Second Camp Barstow

• Scouts service planting of hundreds of acres of pine trees  in former 
farm fields

• In 1942, not long after the opening of the second Camp Barstow, Mr. 
Barstow died.  Mrs. Barstow visited the camp only once after her 
husband's death, in February 1947, and made a contribution of 
$4,000 for its improvement.

• Originally, there were several small cabins built aroun d the camp to 
house the Scouts.  Most of these were concentrated in the same area 
where the adirondacks were later built.  Only one of t he cabins 
remained throughout the life of this camp (“Craft Shed”)  .  This was 
the only building of the original structures build i n 1942 that 
remained when the camp was closed in 1995.  

• There was also a staff cabin located near the corner of the lake, just 
across the dam.  This building was on the property whe n it was 
purchased, and was used until it was destroyed by a fire  in the 70's.
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"The Palace" was the only other camp building that was on the camp when it 
was purchased (built in the late 1800's).  Used to house either the Camp Director 
or the Scout Executive.  W. B. Chandler lived there for several summers while 
he was Scout Executive. "The Palace" was used until the late 70's when it was 
condemned.  It was destroyed in the winter of 1980-81.

Camp Brownlee
• Roscoe Stevens also led the development of another council camp. 
• Camp for black Scouts
• 1945 - 175-acre tract of land was purchased near Red Bank in 

Lexington County
• Named for W.J. Brownlee of Camden.  Brownlee had been very 

instrumental in developing the “Negro Scouting” program  in the 
council. 

• opened for summer camp programs in 1947 or 1948.  
• 1967 - I-20 was being built and its path intersected Camp Brownlee.  

The State of South Carolina took action to purchase a large portion 
of the Brownlee property, but Council leaders opposed the sale.

• Eventually, the land was sold and the Brownlee Trust F und was 
established from the money made from the sale to provide 
camperships  

• 1969 was the last summer of camp at Camp Brownlee.



1/22/2012

17

In 1951, William B. “Bill” Chandler was hired as Scout Executi ve of the 
Central S.C. Council.  Bill Chandler would serve for 25 years, until his death 
in 1975, more than twice as long as any other Scout Executive before or since. 

The Chandler Years
• Council Camporees were emphasized during Chandler's 

administration.  His plan was to have a camporee every 
year in a different town, with the idea of eventually 
having a camporee in every part of the council.

• Bill Chandler loved Camp Barstow
– He very much treated Camp Barstow as HIS camp  
– Every summer he would vacate the council office and move out to 

Camp Barstow to oversee “his” summer camp.

• 1964 – 1976 - , American heritage pageant, "A Heritage of Faith" 
during parents' night 

– basically the same performance each year with the exception of 1970.  In that 
year, in celebration of South Carolina's Tri-centennial, a pageant was created 
dealing with South Carolina history.  Over 25,000 spectators saw the pageants at 
over seventy five performances. 
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Scenes from the 
American Heritage 
Pageant at
Camp Barstow

Second Camp Barstow

• Camper housing and fires!
– Campers were originally housed in one room cabins.  
– In the early 50's, the smaller of the two fires that burned Barstow 

destroyed many of these cabins.  Wooden adirondacks were then built 
to house campers.  The remaining cabins became used for storage, camp 
activities and instruction.  Some of the cabins were moved to Camp 
Brownlee to house campers there.

– In 1965, most adirondacks were destroyed when a huge fire swept 
through the camp. 

– 300+ Scouts and Scouters involved in supporting the fire fighting which 
lasted for three days.  The fire spread from Fish Hatchery Road to I-26, 
and from Barstow down through Gaston to Sandy Springs.  

– It consumed two cabins and all of the adirondacks except the nearest 
site to the dining hall, Apache site.  The adirondacks were rebuilt using 
concrete block.



1/22/2012

19

The McElroy Years

• Bill Chandler passed away on September 14, 1975
• William McElroy from Adobe Walls Council in Texas 

hired
• remained here until late 1981
• Under McElroy's administration, many changes were 

made at camp
– Pioneer Camper program, moving from adirondacks into w all tents
– changed the camping program to be more focused on troop 

participation, registration, and camping.  
– Formerly, the camp program and camping facilities were more oriented 

towards individual registration and provisional staff lead ership.  
– changes to physical facilities at camp, including the rebuilding the F 

dock, removal of the P.A. system, the tower, and "the Palace."

A New Identity

• January 1, 1979, the council's name was changed 
to Indian Waters Council

• Contest to suggest new name won by Scout 
Robert Key of Troop 10 in Columbia

• At the same time, the district organization plan 
was changed to a more manageable plan of four 
districts plus a fifth division for Exploring.
– Before this time, the districts had fluctuated greatl y 

and often, averaging about ten districts in the council  
with District Executives handling more than one 
district each.
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The Dalton Years

• 1982 - James C. Dalton, West Tennessee Cncl. SE hired
• Began to revitalize the council, especially Camp Barstow

– Cots were purchased, and tent platforms were built fo r each 
camp site

– Fans were added in the dining hall
– A new rifle range was built
– Permanent latrines were built in most camp sites, and extensive 

plumbing and water line work was done.
– A new fence was built around the waterfront
– Taylor Chapel was constructed

• 1985 – IWC recognized as the featured council in the 
nation under the Quality Recognition Incentive Program  
developed by the National Council, BSA.

The Cicchella Years

• 1990 - Jim Dalton promoted to Area 
Director

• Charles Cicchella was selected as the new 
Scout Executive.

• 1992 - began focus group study of future 
of camping
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Focus Groups
• June 1992 - “focus studies” concluded 

– “where do we want to go with our council camping prog ram for 
the next 50 years?”  

– Aquatics activities were highly recommended as a prior ity area 
– the National Engineering Service of the B.S.A. sent engineers to 

survey and submit drawings for renovating Camp Barstow.  
– The plans needed to include a large second lake of 

approximately 400 acres.
– After consultation with various governing bodies, a d ecision 

was realized that, because of wetland and wildlife impact, the 
council could not build the large lake.

• A number of camp relocations were then investigated
• After early failed attempts, 3 tracts of land on Lake 

Murray purchased in 1994

Selling of Camp Barstow
• April 20, 1993 - Executive Board voted to place the unused 

portion of Camp Barstow for sale  
• October 1, 1993 - Executive Board of the Council voted to 

move ahead with the sale of the entire Camp Barstow and to 
pursue the purchase of a new camping facility at Lake 
Murray.  

• The Gaston property was sold to Wyman Boozer, with the 
terms of the sale allowing for the continued use of the camp 
facilities through the summer of 1995.  
– The sale further provided that the Council would ret ain 

ownership of the O’Tuel Building and could, if deeme d feasible, 
move the building to the new camp.

• July 23, 1995 - Nearly 1000 Scouts, Scouters, and family 
members participated in a “Final Salute” to Camp Barstow
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A Third Camp Barstow
• 3 tracts of land were purchased from the International 

Paper Company, Lake Murray Estates, and South 
Carolina Electric and Gas Company
– A 4th tract of land, along the water’s edge, was formally  

permitted for Scout use.  
– In total, approximately 240 acres of land were originally s ecured 

for the camp. 
– public land across the river in a designated “green zone” would 

be available for Scout use.

• 1995 - Council kicked off a capital campaign to raise the 
estimated $3.3 million needed to develop the new 
facility.

• fall of 1995 - Executive Board voted to keep the name 
Camp Barstow
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Camp Barstow Dining Hall

• The first summer camp program was held at the present 
Lake Murray Camp Barstow in 1996.

Another Change in Leadership

• In 1997, Michael Miller, Scout Executive in 
Augusta, was hired by the Indian Waters 
Council to serve as Scout Executive.
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A Premonition Proves True

• 2002 - SCE&G announced a major lowering of 
Lake Murray, lasting at least two years, to allow 
for repairs and major reinforcement to the Lake 
Murray dam

• The lowering would cause the lake at Camp 
Barstow to be dry

• Executive Board made the difficult and 
controversial decision to not offer a summer 
camp program during this time
– no summer camp was held in 2003 or 2004.

Larry Brown and a “rebirth” at 
Camp Barstow

• 2004 - Larry Brown from Blue Ridge Council in 
Greenville hired as Scout Executive

• 2005 - Camp Barstow with dramatically improved 
facilities opened for the Order of the Arrow’s 2005 Dixi e 
Fellowship, and then for summer camp 
– Larry Brown’s commitment to Camp Barstow
– work done by “the Barstow Bears,” and Muscogee Lodge, 
– generosity of many supporters, notably Cox Lumber in  

Orangeburg and M&M Electric in Lexington

• A recreation pavilion was added
• Adirondacks, shelters, and electricity were added to 

each campsite
• amphitheater was built
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Adirondacks and
Campsite Shelters
Constructed at
Camp Barstow
2004 - 2005

Recovering from the Closure

• In spite of improvements in facilities, the two year  break 
in an annual summer camp program took its toll.

• Barstow reopened in 2005 to a dramatic decrease in 
attendance from 2002. 
– loyalties had waned, and some troops were beginning to 

establish new traditions.  It took several summers to recover

• We have recovered, and even surpassed, the attendance 
numbers that we saw before the camp closed.  

• In 2010, Camp Barstow had the largest percentage 
growth in attendance of any Scout Camp in the U.S.
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Heading Into Our Second Century

• 2008 - Larry Brown was promoted to Area Director for 
Oklahoma

• Executive Board selected Doug Stone as our new Scout 
Executive

• Doug has continued with a similar commitment to 
program and to Camp Barstow that Larry showed, as he 
has guided the council through the Centennial 
celebration of 2010 and into Scouting’s second century.

• Our next historical milestone comes this year, as we 
celebrate the 100th year of Scouting in the midlands

• Each of you can help us shape the next century of 
Scouting in Central South Carolina


